BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE
of the City University of New York

College Senate
Minutes of December 7, 2017
Location: Nichols Hall 104
Chair: Franklin Moore
Secretary: Minkyung Choi
Attendance
Members
Present: N. Apostolakis, M. Choi, S. Davis, N. Reynoso, C. Maliti, J. Moghaddasi, J. Molina, F.
Moore, H. Papas-Kavalis, J. Sanabria, H. Skinner, S. Utakis, A. Vuagniaux, A. Ortuno, A.
Adebola, I. Ghafoor, S. Bhaskaran, D. Gonsher, E. Nelson, J. Shaddai, K. Thomas, M. Pita, J.
Athanasourelis, V. Walker, S. Offenbach, J. Acevedo, S. Moss, M. Miller, J. Nagloo, I. Horozov,
W. Guerrier, N. Cano, J. Malinsky, D. Molina, M. Sanchez, J. Batiz, H. Abdul, J. Paoli, A.
Robinson, D. Sayeed, T. Isekenegbe, C. Schrader, H. Abdul, M. Akingbade, J. Arning, M. Bah,
P. Bredu, E. Darkwa, C. Dorleans, B. Igbinigun, M. Martinez, W. Ullah, D. Ibrahim, M. Sowah,
E. Tejada, K. Ojakian, B. Rima, J. Ziegler, A. McInerney
Not Present: R. Gouraige, M. Guishard, L. Lawton, S. Mukherjee, M. Stewart-Titus, R. BenNun, D. Price, N. Knight, A. Durante, S. Duncan, C. Tobar, K. Viner, A. Ortiz, E. Mananga, H.
Faradj, J. Paoli, I. Delgado, K. Ellis, E. Arcelay, D. Diop, K. Lee
Guests
J. Bolt, S. Powers, H. Clampman, T. Ingram, B. Lupo, M. Siegel, L. Montenegro, C. Espinal, L.
Broughton, F. Kaighobadi, P. Kolozi, K. Williams, S. Fiore, J. Heller, D. Taylor, L. Brenner, R.
Shane
College Senate Voting Membership: 60 (31= quorum)
Total Voting Members Present = 51
1. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 12: 24 p.m. by F. Moore.
2. Seating of alternates: D. Molina, A. McInerney, D. Sayeed, A. Ortuno, N. Cano, B.
Rima, K. Ojakian seated. (51 present)
3. Approval of the Agenda: The agenda was approved (Y- 49 , N- 0, A- 2).
4. Approval of Minutes of November 16, 2017: The minutes were approved (Y- 49, N0, A- 2).
5. Action Items (10 minutes)
a. Report of the Curriculum Committee: H. Clampman presented three action items
previously reported to the senate. They include a change in course prerequisites
for CSI 33, a change in program requirements for the Cybersecurity and
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Networking AAS Degree, and a change in course description for RDL 21. The
three items were approved by the senate (Y- 44, N- 0, A- 8).
b. Election of Student Ombudsperson (10 Minutes): W. Ullah brought a
resolution to the floor on behalf of the SGA. F. Moore made a motion to allow
the body to review the resolution. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V. Walker made a motion to remove the fifth paragraph of the resolution.
F. Moore made a motion to extend time five minutes. Motion carried
unanimously by voice vote.
After discussion, the senate voted on the proposed amendment to delete the 5th
paragraph (Y-25, N- 15, A- 13). The majority did not vote yes, and the motion
did not pass. F. Moore made a motion to postpone the SGA resolution regarding
the Student Ombudsperson to February 2018. The senate voted (Y- 30, N- 10,
A- 12), and the motion did not pass as it needed 31 votes to pass. F. Moore made
a motion to extend time five minutes (Y- 23, N- 22, A- 6). Motion did not pass.
S. Powers spoke in favor of his candidacy. D. Gonsher supported S. Powers in
his candidacy, but made a motion to postpone the election to February (Y- 20,
N- 23, A- 8). Motion did not pass.
F. Moore conducted the voting for S. Powers as Student Ombudsperson. Each
student ballot counted for three non-student votes. S. Powers was elected the
ombudsperson (Y- 56, N- 16, A- 8).
6. President’s Report (10 minutes): See report.
7. CUNY Document Repository Report (5 minutes): M. Miller explained that
Academic Works is to be used as a repository.
8. Budget Report Continued (20 minutes): D. Taylor reported on the budget.
9. Committee Reports (2 minutes for each report)
a.
Academic Standing: No report.
b.
Curriculum: See above.
c.
Governance and Elections: S. David reported on the recent elections for
Faculty representative for Committee on Space, Facilities, and Physical
Plant (T. Rothenberg) and alternate part time faculty senator (H.
Idrissou).
d.
Instruction and Professional Development: R. Lupo reported the
committee was working on a student survey and working with
Institutional Research, but did not have student representatives to fill the
three openings.
e.
Space, Facilities, and Physical Plant: no report.
f.
Student Activities: no report.
g.
Student Government Association: see report.
h.
University Faculty Senate: no report.
i.
University Student Senate: see report.
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j.
k.
l.

Vice-Presidents and Deans: no report.
Community Events: no report.
Academic Freedom: F. Kaighobadi reported that the committee was
trying to develop a statement of the procedures and roles of the
committee.
11. Announcements and Reports
a.
Chairperson and Faculty Council Chairperson (2 minutes): no report.
b.
Vice Chairperson (2 minutes): no report.
c.
Vice Presidents and Deans (Collectively 10 minutes): no report.
12. New Business: none
13. Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 1: 52 p.m. by F. Moore.

Attachments
Senate Agenda for December 7, 2017
President’s Report
Curriculum Committee Report
SGA Student Ombudsperson Best Practices Resolution
Faculty Council Resolution
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AGENDA OF THE MEETING OF THE
BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE SENATE
December 7, 2017 12:15 - 1:45 P.M.
Nichols Hall 104
1. Call to Order
2. Seating of alternates
3. Approval of the Agenda
4. Approval of Minutes of 11/16/17
5. Action Items (10 minutes)
a. Report of the Curriculum Committee
6. Election of Student Ombudsperson (10 Minutes)
7. President’s Report (10 minutes)
a. Auxiliary Enterprises and BCC Inc.
8. CUNY Document Repository Report – Michael Miller (5 minutes)
9. Budget Report Continued (20 minutes)
10. Committee Reports (2 minutes for each report)
a. Academic Standing
b. Curriculum
c. Governance and Elections
d. Instruction and Professional Development
e. Space, Facilities, and Physical Plant
f. Student Activities
g. Student Government Association
h. University Faculty Senate
i. University Student Senate
j. Vice-Presidents and Deans
k. Community Relations
l. Academic Freedom
11. Announcements and Reports
a. Chairperson and Faculty Council Chairperson (2 minutes)
b. Vice Chairperson (2 minutes)
c. Vice Presidents and Deans (Collectively 10 minutes)
12. New Business
13. Adjournment

Bronx Community College

PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE COLLEGE SENATE - DECEMBER 2017
Thomas A. Isekenegbe, Ph.D.
Happy Holidays and congratulations on nearing the end of a productive and exciting Fall 2017 semester! I imagine that,
like me, you are looking forward to a well-deserved break to rest and take time with loved ones. This was a year that
brought with it many challenges but also left room for us to celebrate the positive. As we close our 60th Anniversary Year, I
could not be more proud to be a part of Bronx Community College and pursue such important work with you. I wish safe
travels to those leaving the City between now and the start of next semester. This is the time to rejoice, refresh, recharge,
and end this semester strong before beginning the Spring 2018 semester with eagerness and enthusiasm. I hope to see you
all at our holiday party on Wednesday, December 13, 2017, from 3pm to 5pm in Colston Hall Lower Level.


CUNY BOARD OF TRUSTEES: On Monday, December 4, 2017, The CUNY Board of Trustees met and approved four
(4) major reforms – 1) The adoption of Revised Auxiliary Corporation Guidelines and Model Memorandum of
Agreement; 2) the adoption of a CUNY Policy on the Use of College Facilities; 3) amendments to Board Policy 3.01 –
Cash Accountability, Bank Account Control, and Petty Cash; and 4) amendments to Board Policy 3.04 – Guidelines on
the Use and Reporting of Non-Tax Levy Funds. Prior to this decision, BCC was in the process of reviewing and
updating the practices and provisions for BCC Auxiliary Enterprises, BCC Inc., and the Bursar’s Office. BCC had been
in the process of planning updates to many of these documents and processes already. We will implement
recommended Board changes and continue to find ways to improve the way in which our entities offer services at
BCC.



OMBUDSPERSON: Many faculty, staff, and students have weighed in on the position of Student Ombudsperson. In the
past years, this position has received release time. I announced prior to the start of the Fall 2017 semester that release
time would no longer be offered. In the prior Senate Meeting, I underestimated the importance of addressing the “why”
of this decision and focused on the “what”. The role of Ombudsperson is extremely important. It is the avenue for
students to receive assistance and redress when it may not be available through other administrative channels. This
person should be receiving, investigating, and attempting to resolve certain student complaints. Among other things, I
am sure you would agree that to effectively perform these functions, the Ombudsperson should be responsive; present,
active, and visible on campus; publicize their role; set office hours; work with IT to have an online presence through
the BCC website and possibly other platforms; meet with SGA to discuss overarching student concerns; meet with
department chairpersons, faculty, and administrators to discuss student concerns; and advocate. To do this position well
would involve dedicating time and energy. Currently, the Ombudsperson role does not adequately perform these
functions. I am open to renegotiating the issue of release time if and when a reasonable proposal for how the
Ombudsperson will function and what specific resources are needed is presented to me. Until then, I do not see how it
could be reasonable or appropriate to compensate an individual who does not adequately serve our students.



EARLY COLLEGE INITIATIVE AT BCC: Like 16 other CUNY schools, BCC has agreed to partner with a local high
school. We will collaborate with Inwood Early College for Health & Information Technologies, a 9th-14th grade Early
College & Career high school focusing on information technology. Inwood ECHI previously partnered with Guttman
Community College, but has decided to bring its partnership with Microsoft and New Presbyterian Hospital to BCC.
Inwood students will enroll in traditional high school courses while concurrently completing BCC coursework. The
program is designed to integrate high school and college coursework in order to build career preparation skills and
competencies. Students will be able to earn either an Associate in Arts (A.A.) in Business Administration or an
Associate in Applied Science (A.A.S.) in Information Technology. I look forward to bringing you additional
information as we proceed.



SPRING ENROLLMENT: As of December 4, 2017, 4,059 continuing students are enrolled for Spring 2018. This time
last year, we had enrolled 4,377, so we are behind. 115 new freshmen are enrolled, as compared to 102 at this time last
year. 101 transfer students are enrolled, compared to 108 at this time in Fall 2016. We need your help, please
encourage your students to register for the Spring 2018 semester as soon as possible.



TECHNOLOGY UPDATES: CUNY is in the process of launching its Payroll Interface project, which will directly link
our payroll system to the NYC system. BCC anticipates launching this interface in February 2018. We are also
preparing to participate in the e-verify program, which allows BCC employees to check their employment eligibility
and status. In other improvements, Information Technology is working to establish the Campus Service Center and
Bronco Card functionality. Updates will be provided as available.



CAPITAL PROJECTS: A number of projects are currently in construction around the campus. New Hall roof is being
repaired and the third floor classrooms should be returned to use by January 27 th. The Alumni Gym Bridge is awaiting
an OMB Certificate to proceed with construction. In the interim, Alumni Gym occupancy is limited to 450 in the gym

and 130 in the pool area. Renovation of the Alumni Gym pool is almost completed and we are responding to
comments from the Department of Health on our operational safety plan. Havemeyer Lab roof is being repaired and is
currently undergoing asbestos testing. Results from that testing will determine the overall project timeline and start
date. Meister’s fire alarm replacement is proceeding on schedule and the installation of alarm devises on floors 6-8 will
take place this month.


Many have inquired about additional projects that are not currently in construction. The Dominican War Memorial,
Bronx Express Design, 2020 Design, Utility Upgrade Phase V, Colston Lower Level, Ohio Field, and Nichols Ramp
are all in the design and “pre-bidding” phase. Recently, the CUNY Board of Trustees approved Capital Requests for
Fiscal Year 2018/19 which includes $3M for Alumni Gym HVAC and ADA upgrades, $400K for Science Lab and
Classroom upgrades, and $500K for Campus‐Wide Utility Upgrades.



WINTER CONFERENCE: Bronx Community College is hosting the Conference on Community College Excellence on
January 18, 2018. This years’ theme is “Diverse Paths to Excellence” and will provide an opportunity for colleagues
from regional colleges to reflect collectively on the organization’s mission – focusing on connections between student
success, institutional capacity, and service. If you are interested, you can register by January 4, 2018, through the BCC
website.



GRANTS: BCC was recently awarded a one-year, $240K grant from the James and Judith K. Dimon Foundation under
their Here to Here initiative. The grant, which is the first Here to Here has made to postsecondary institution, will
provide support for two programs that are designed to prepare Bronx youth (ages 18-24) for the workforce. The first
program will train 30 high school students to earn their A+ and Network+ certifications, creating a pipeline to the
College’s State approved Cybersecurity and Networking certificate and degree programs. The second will train 50
students 18 – 24 to earn their Child Development Associate credential, a nationally recognized certification required of
teacher assistants working in an early childhood setting.
The Capital One Foundation renewed its support of BCC’s Cybersecurity and Networking Noncredit to Credit Training
Program with a one-year $150K grant. Capital One’s continued support will make it possible for the College to begin
enrolling students in its State approved credit and degree programs in Cybersecurity and Networking in Spring 2018.
The support from Capital One will also make it possible for the College to continue refining its curriculum through
industry review and feedback.
BCC will receive $20K to implement a home health aide training program at the SUNY Educational Opportunity
Center (EOC) in collaboration with the Paraprofessional Healthcare Institute (PHI). Support of the program comes
from the Petrie Foundation and implementation is expected to begin in the coming months.



GIVING TUESDAY: Thanks to the generosity of dedicated faculty, staff, students, alumni and friends the funds raised
from our 2017 Giving Tuesday effort will provide much needed support for scholarships, educational expenses and
emergency assistance for BCC students. BCC ranked 8th among all CUNY colleges with the most donors, surpassing
16 other four-year and community colleges. We could not have done it without you! Although Giving Tuesday is over,
contributions that can help provide a safety net for our students are always welcomed. Gifts will continue to be
accepted at bcc.cunytuesday.org and through the CUNY Campaign until December 31 st. Thank you to all those who
gave for being a part of the #BCCGivingTuesday campaign and for supporting BCC students!



UPCOMING EVENTS: On Sunday, December 10, 2017, at 3pm, we will once again host Handel’s Messiah in the
Roscoe Brown Student Center Playhouse. We look forward to welcoming the Bronx Opera Chorus and the Orchestra
of the Bronx, with readings from the Bronx community and civic leaders. This event is open to the public and tickets
are $15 (K-12 students and children attend free) with advanced online registration, which ends at 5pm on Thursday,
December 7th. Tickets will be sold at the door for $20. Please register at http://www.bcc.cuny.edu/SupportBCC/?p=sp-handels-messiah For more information, please call 718.289.5394 or email bccfoundation@bcc.cuny.edu.
The African Student Association is holding their annual Women’s Symposium themed, “I Am Not An Object: African
Women’s Symposium”. This collaborative effort focuses on the challenges facing immigrant African women in New
York and will be held in Roscoe Brown Student Center, Room 211, from 9am-1pm on Friday, December 8, 2017.
Also this week, Bronx Community College is honored to be hosting the 2017 CUNY University Student Senate
Awards Ceremony and Dinner on Thursday, December 7, 2017, from 6:30pm-9:30pm in Colson Lower Level. This
event honors student leaders, administrators, and trustees for their service to CUNY and the community during the
2016-2017 term in office as a member of the University Student Senate.
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From:
Date:
Subject:

1.

Members of the College Senate
Professor Howard A. Clampman,
Chairperson Curriculum Committee
December 7, 2017
Report of Actions by the Curriculum Committee through 11/28/2017

Actions previously reported to the Senate:
(a)

Proposed change to an existing course

Course Title
1. CSI 33 – Data Structures – Change in course prerequisites
(Unanimous show of hands)

(b)

Date approved by Curriculum Committee
11-7-17

Proposed change to an existing course

Course Title
1. RDL 21 – Reading in the Sciences and Technologies – Change in course
description (Unanimous show of hands)

2.

11-7-17

Proposed change to an existing degree program

Program Title
1. Cybersecurity and Networking AAS Degree – Change in program
requirements (Unanimous show of hands)

(c)

Date approved by Curriculum Committee

Date approved by Curriculum Committee
11-14-17

Actions reported to the Senate for the first time:
(a)

Proposed change to an existing course

Course Title
1. HIS 14 – Change in course name and description
From: The Individual and Society in the Middle Ages
To: Medieval History
(Unanimous show of hands)
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Date approved by Curriculum Committee

11-28-17
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AV: 1 Changes to be offered in the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science
FROM
TO
Departments
Mathematics and Computer Science
Departments

NC

Course

CSI 33 – Data Structures

Course

NC

Credits

3

Credits

NC

Hours

2 recitation 2 lab

Hours

NC

Prerequisite

CSI 32, and ENG 2 and RDL 2 if required

Prerequisite

CSI 32 and CSI 35 and ENG 2 and RDL 2 if
required

Co-requisite
Description

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive,
etc.)
General Education
Component

Co-requisite
Introduction to data structures and algorithms for
developing solutions to various computational
problems for sorting and searching large
collections of data. Topics include container
classes, pointers and dynamic arrays, linked lists,
stacks, queues, and trees.

[ ] Yes [ X] No

Description

NC

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts

[ ] Yes [X] No

Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive,
etc.)
General Education
Component

__X_ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science
__ Flexible
__ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World

Effective Date

Effective Date

__X_ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science
__ Flexible
__ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World
Fall 2018

Rationale: CSI 35, Discrete Mathematics II, covers algorithms, graph algorithms, graph theory, trees, algorithmic structures of iteration
and recursion, and their relation to each other, and other topics that are used and implemented in CSI 33. Therefore, CSI 35 really
should be a prerequisite for CSI 33. Making CSI 35 a prerequisite is in line with standard practice at other colleges, like City College,
Lehman College, Hunter College, and LaGuardia Community College. The change in the prerequisites will not change the content of CSI
33, but it will free up more time in CSI 33 to focus on implementation of the aforementioned structures and algorithms and to illustrate
that Computer Science and Software Design (Programming) are really Applied Mathematics.
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Section AIII: Changes in Degree Programs
AIII.1 The following revisions are proposed for the Cybersecurity and Networking program
Program: AAS in Cybersecurity and Networking
Program Code: TBD (not yet assigned by NYSED)
Proposed Changes: Change HIS 10/11 from a required course to a “strongly recommended” course. Add “required” before other specific courses in
the required core. Reformat degree requirements to show that specific courses in the core are required as part of the major.
Effective: Fall 2018
From
Course

To
Description

Crs

Course

Description

Crs

Required Core
A. English Composition
• ENG 110 Fundamentals of Composition and Rhetoric OR
ENG 111 Composition and Rhetoric I (3 Credits)
• ENG 112 Composition and Rhetoric II (3 Credits)
B. Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning
• MTH 30 Pre-Calculus Mathematics or MTH 23 Probability and Statistics1 (3-4
Credits)
C. Life and Physical Sciences
• PHY 11 College Physics I (4 Credits)

Required Core
A. English Composition (6 credits)
B. Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning (3-4 Credits)
• Required: MTH 30 Pre-Calculus Mathematics or MTH 23 Probability and
Statistics1, 2
C. Life and Physical Sciences (4 Credits)
• Required: PHY 11 College Physics I2

Flexible Core
A. World Cultures and Global Issues
• HIS 10 History of the Modern World OR
HIS 11 Introduction to the Modern World (3 Credits)
C. Scientific World
• PHY 12 College Physics II (4 Credits)
D. Individual and Society
• COMM 11 Fundamentals of Interpersonal Communications (3 Credits)
SUBTOTAL 23-24

Flexible Core
D. Individual and Society (3 Credits)
• Required: COMM 11 Fundamentals of Interpersonal Communications2
E. Scientific World (4 Credits)
• Required: PHY 12 College Physics II2
A-E: Select one course from flex core areas A, B, C, D, or E (3 Credits)
• Strongly Recommended: HIS 10 History of the Modern World OR
HIS 11 Introduction to the Modern World
SUBTOTAL 23-24

Major Requirements

Major Requirements
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• ART 10 Art Survey OR MUS 10 Music Survey (1 Credit)
• FYS 11 First Year Seminar2 (1 Credit)
• PEA Physical Education Activity Course (1 Credit)
• Free Elective1 (0-1 Credit)

• ART 10 Art Survey OR MUS 10 Music Survey (1 Credit)
• FYS 11 First Year Seminar3 (1 Credit)
• PEA Physical Education Activity Course (1 Credit)
• MTH 30/23, PHY 11, COMM 11, PHY 12 (must be completed in the core
areas2)

Networking/Cybersecurity Requirements
• CSN 100 Introduction to Cybersecurity (3 Credits)
• CSN 105 Computer Hardware and Software (3 Credits)
• CSN 110 Network Fundamentals (3 Credits)
• CSN 120 Network Switching and Routing (3 Credits)
• CSN 130 Network Operating Systems I (3 Credits)
• CSN 132 Network Operating Systems II (3 Credits)
• CSN 140 Network Scripting (4 Credits)
• CSN 150 Cybersecurity (4 Credits)
• CSN 160 Ethical Hacking and Network Penetration Testing (3 Credits)
• CSN 170 Internet and Cloud Computing (3 Credits)
• CSN 190 Cybersecurity Project (1 Credits)

Networking/Cybersecurity Requirements
• CSN 100 Introduction to Cybersecurity (3 Credits)
• CSN 105 Computer Hardware and Software (3 Credits)
• CSN 110 Network Fundamentals (3 Credits)
• CSN 120 Network Switching and Routing (3 Credits)
• CSN 130 Network Operating Systems I (3 Credits)
• CSN 132 Network Operating Systems II (3 Credits)
• CSN 140 Network Scripting (4 Credits)
• CSN 150 Cybersecurity (4 Credits)
• CSN 160 Ethical Hacking and Network Penetration Testing (3 Credits)
• CSN 170 Internet and Cloud Computing (3 Credits)
• CSN 190 Cybersecurity Project (1 Credits)

SUBTOTAL 36-37
GRAND TOTAL 60

SUBTOTAL 36
Free Electives
• Free Elective1 (0-1 Credit)
GRAND TOTAL 60

1Students

planning to transfer to a four-year degree program are encouraged to 1Students planning to transfer to a four-year degree program are encouraged
take MTH 30 Precalculus. Students who take MTH 23 must also complete a one to take MTH 30 Precalculus. Students who take MTH 23 must also complete a
credit elective course.
one credit elective course.
2Students

2Students must select the following courses, MTH 30/23, PHY 11, COMM 11,
must take FYS 11 prior to earning 24 equated or degree credits.
Students who have earned 24 or more equated or degree credits are permitted PHY 12, in the core areas noted as they are required for the major and will
to use the one credit as a free elective. It is highly recommended that students allow a student to graduate without exceeding 60 credits.
take FYS 11 in their first or second semester.
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3Students

must take FYS 11 prior to earning 24 equated or degree credits.
Students who have earned 24 or more equated or degree credits are permitted
to use the one credit as a free elective. It is highly recommended that students
take FYS 11 in their first or second semester.

Rationale: In Summer 2017, the CUNY Office of Academic Affairs (OAA) rejected the degree requirements as passed by the College in spring 2017, stating that
courses in the Flexible Core for an AAS program can be required only if they are directly related to the program. COMM 11 and HIS 10/11 were judged by CUNY to
not be “directly related” to the program. After communication with affected department chairs, the BCC OAA successfully appealed to CUNY to maintain COMM 11
as required. HIS 10/11 is now in the curriculum as “strongly recommended.
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AV: 1 Changes to be offered in the Department Education and Academic Literacy
FROM
TO
Education and Academic Literacy
Departments
Departments
Course
Credits
Hours
Prerequisite
Co-requisite
Description

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute
(e.g. Writing
Intensive, etc.)
General Education
Component

RDL 21 Reading in the Sciences and Technologies
3
3
RDL 2, MTH 5, ENG 2
This three-credit course was initiated at the request
of the Nursing Department. The course assists
students with increasing technical reading
comprehension and developing vocabulary
enhancement skills relevant to the medical and
scientific fields. The course also assists students with
study skills useful in demonstrating critical and
evaluative comprehension to the level needed for
entry in the nursing and other technology programs.

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute
(e.g. Writing
Intensive, etc.)
General Education
Component

[X ] Yes [ ] No

_X__ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
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Credits
Hours
Prerequisite
Co-requisite
Description
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NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
This course provides reading instruction
and critical thinking strategies specific
to the STEM fields. Upon
demonstrating critical and evaluative
comprehension of scientific texts,
students will assess a variety of
scientific texts, from textbook chapters
to popular non-fiction book chapters on
STEM topics. Students will synthesize
readings in science disciplines and
produce a literature review that
demonstrates understanding of how
texts are located in specific contexts and
discourses. Developing literacy skills
and strategies in the content area will
prepare students as health and science
majors.

[X ] Yes [ ] No

X Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
December 7, 2017

____ Mathematics
____ Science
__ Flexible
__ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World
Effective Date

Effective Date

____ Mathematics
____ Science
__ Flexible
__ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its
Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World
Fall 2018

Rationale: The change in course description reflects wider application of the academic literacy across the sciences instead of being
limited to the field of nursing. The course covers critical reading and thinking skills from various subjects in the sciences and is
intended for all STEM majors. The required readings for the course also draw upon texts from physics, chemistry, biology, nursing,
and environmental sciences.
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BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Department of Education and Academic Literacy
RDL 21: Reading in the Sciences and Technologies
Course description: This course provides reading instruction and critical thinking strategies specific to the
STEM fields. Upon demonstrating critical and evaluative comprehension of scientific texts, students will assess
a variety of scientific texts, from textbook chapters to popular non-fiction book chapters on STEM topics.
Moreover, students will synthesize readings in the science discipline and produce a literature view that
demonstrates understanding of how texts are located in specific contexts and discourses. Developing literacy
skills and strategies in the content area will prepare students as health and science majors.
Student Learning Objectives:
1. Gather, interpret, and assess scientific readings from a variety of sources. Students will examine specific
features of scientific texts that distinguish them from texts in non-science disciplines.
2. Evaluate evidence provided in texts using various reading and analytical strategies. Students will
demonstrate understanding through annotated notes and synopses.
3. Demonstrate ability to identify key points and arguments through critical responses. Students will also
produce a lengthier research report, which will synthesize several readings, assessing the arguments in
each text.
4. Identify and apply fundamental concepts (threshold concepts) and methods of one of more of the
following disciplines: computer science, history of science, life and physical sciences, logic,
mathematics, statistics, and technology-related studies.
5. Examine empirical evidence supporting a scientific theory, evaluating charts, graphs, and other visual
aids. By completing pattern sheets, students will demonstrate ability to interpret evidence systematically
and effectively.
6. Connect scientific theory and methods to popular non-fiction science texts that concern contemporary
local, national, and global issues.

Grading:
Attendance: Students are expected to arrive on time and stay until the end of the class. Students are
expected to provide documentation (work schedule, doctor’s note, flight ticket) for missed classes.
Class participation (15%): Students are expected to come to class prepared and participate during
discussions. Cell phones should be turned off or silenced during class.
Assessments (50%): Assessment will be based on readings, lectures, and discussions.
Midterm exam
15%
Final exam
15%
Quizzes
20%
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Assignments (15%): Summaries, reading pattern sheets, annotated bibliographies must be uploaded to
Blackboard.
Final Project (20%): Students will develop individual research projects. The topic of project should be
related to students’ major or area of interest in the sciences and discussed with the instructor. After the
midterm exam, students will begin to collect, read, and annotate material. Rubric on BB.
Required Textbook:
Science Matters – Achieving Scientific Literacy Robert M. Hazen & James Trefil, Anchor Books
(Random House, Inc.), 2009 ISBN 978-0-307-45458-4; $16 new from Amazon, as little as $4 used.
J. W. Wilson (2009). Reading Links. 2nd edition. Kendall Hunt.
Additional Readings:
“Why Onions Make Us Cry” https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/why-onions-make-us-cry
Berrett, Dan and and Libby Sander. 2013. "Many Students Don't Practice Vital Quantitative Literacy
Skills in Class, Study Finds." The Chronicle of Higher Education.
Kemp, Marian and Barry Kissane. 2010. “A Five Step Framework for Interpreting Tables and Graphs
in their Contexts.” ICOTS8. Invited paper, refereed. 6 pp.
Wainer, Howard. 1992. "Understanding Graphs and Tables." Educational Researcher 21(1): 14-23.
“Puzzling Over Proteins to Study Life and Death.” https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/cooljobs-puzzling-over-proteins-study-life-and-death
A. Faulkner & D. Stahl (1999). Reading Strategies for Nursing and Allied Health. Boston, MA.
J. Bennett (2014). (Don’t be) “Bad at Math.” Math for Life: Crucial Ideas You Didn’t Learn in School.
Chap. 1. Boulder, CO.
J. Bennett (2014). Thinking with numbers. Math for Life: Crucial Ideas You Didn’t Learn in School.
Chap. 2. Boulder, CO.
Pollan, M. (2006). The omnivore's dilemma: A natural history of four meals. New York: Penguin Press.

Week
Week 1

Topics

Key Points

Assignments/Homework

Reading in the Sciences
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∙Introduce and review syllabus
∙Why is reading important in
the sciences?
∙Survey reasons why students
find reading a science text
challenging
∙Why is reading a science text
different from reading a novel
or social science text?

Week 2

Week 3

Note-taking/annotating
∙What are ‘good notes?’
∙Why is it important to take
good notes?
∙What methods of note-taking
are there, and which one is
most effective?
∙What strategies help one
produce better notes?
∙How to annotate a text?
∙What is the Cornell Method of
note-taking?

Vocabulary/Terminology
∙Why is science terminology
difficult to understand?
∙How can one better
understand scientific
vocabulary by using context
clues?
∙How can structural analysis
help one to identify the
definition of scientific
terminology?
∙What are some words that are
used differently in physics,
biology, and/or chemistry?

∙Science texts have
specific features that
distinguish them from
social science or literary
texts.
∙Science texts include
several graphic organizers
like charts, graphs, tables.
∙Terminology is used
differently than in
everyday life.

[Read] Science Matters,
Introduction

∙Good note-taking requires
an understanding of the
typographical features of a
text (format, fonts,
punctuation).
∙The reader must identify
main ideas, key concepts,
definitions, supporting
ideas, evidence, and
examples.
∙Developing a notetaking/annotating strategy
makes text comprehension
easier.

[Read] Reading Links, chap. 5

∙Technical vocabulary is
oftentimes used in the
sciences much differently
from the way they would
be used in other contexts.
∙Knowing prefixes, roots,
and suffixes can help
identify terminology.
∙Vocabulary may even be
used differently across the
sciences.

[Read] Reading Links, chap. 7,
chap. 9, and Appendix

[HW] Look over “Matter and
Energy, Atoms and Molecules”
from Basic Concepts of
Chemistry (BB). Compare the
chapter to a chapter from a
non-science textbook. What are
some differences you notice?
What are some things we can
infer about science textbooks?

Reading “Why Onions Make
Us Cry.” Annotate text while
reading.
[In class] Note-taking practice
[HW] Annotate and produce
study notes for pp. 51-52,
Reading Links.

[In class] Make a word list that
lists commonly used prefixes,
suffixes, and roots. Students
will fill out the lists.
[HW] After looking through a
chapter of a science textbook
chapter, list all the words you
see that begin with the prefixes
on the word wall.
BB Quiz #1

Week 4

Quantitative Literacy
∙What is quantitative literacy
and why is it important in
science?
∙Why is it important to
understand the why of
mathematical applications in
science?
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∙The focus of quantitative
literacy is math in context,
rather than math floating
above context.
∙Strengthening quantitative
literacy allows students to
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[Read] Many Students Don’t
Practice Quantitative Literacy
in Class.
Science Matters, Introduction
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∙Understanding conversions
and scientific notation
∙What is the metric system and
when is it used?

critically assess quantities
and numbers.
∙Because science and math
are so closely tied
together, understanding
math is critical.

[HW] One-page critical
response to the article. Should
also reflect on how important
you think QL is in your
particular major. Why (or why
not) and to what extent?
Quantitative literacy
assessment must be completed
in BB.

Week 5

Reading Beyond the Text
∙How should one read graphs,
charts, tables, and other visual
aids?
∙What information should
students extract from visual
aids?
∙Why is it important to assess
visual aids as well as text?
∙How can visual aids be used
as a powerful study tool?
∙ How are visual aids chosen?
In other words, do different
visual aids (charts, graphs,
tables) serve different
purposes?

∙Visual aids help students
see ideas and concepts at a
glance.
∙Tables, charts, and pie
charts are used to display
different types of
information.
∙It is important to evaluate
visual aids as an integral
part of the text.

[Read] Reading Links, chap.
13 (Visualizing to Interpret and
to Remember)
Read A Five Step Framework
for Interpreting Tables and
Graphs in their Contexts.
Understanding Graphs and
Tables
[HW] Select of the visual aids
on BB. Using the rubric,
analyze the visual aid and
summarize what data is being
conveyed and what you can
learn from it.
BB Quiz #2

Week 6

Reading to Find Evidence
∙ What is considered
supporting evidence in the
sciences?
∙ How are case studies and
testimonies used in scientific
reading?
∙ Distinguishing between fact
and opinion.
∙ Can scientific evidence be
time-sensitive?
∙ What kind of evidence can
we see across the sciences
(physics, chemistry, biology,
earth sciences)?

∙ Evidence is defined
differently in the natural
and applied sciences than
it is in the humanities.
∙ In scientific texts,
opinions and personal
viewpoints are not as
important as scientific
data.

[Read] Reading Links, chap.
11 (Understanding the
Recording of Evidence in
Science)
[HW] Read “Puzzling Over
Proteins to Study Life and
Death.” Fill out the pattern
sheet. What constitutes as
evidence in the article? What
idea/hypothesis does that
evidence point to? How is the
evidence organized?
BB Quiz #3

Week 7

Reading Dense Texts
∙ What purpose do concept
maps serve?
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∙ Pattern sheets and flow
charts are useful for
keeping track of
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[Read] Reading Links, chap.
14 (Concept Mapping and
Review of Study Strategies)
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∙ What are things to remember
when paraphrasing?
∙ What are things to consider
when comparing and
contrasting texts?
∙ How does one stay organized
when reading longer science
texts?
Week 8

Week 9

Week 10

Week 11

Week 12

Reading in Chemistry
∙ How are texts created in
chemistry?
∙ How to organize a textbook
chapter or book chapter in
chemistry?

Reading in Biology
∙ How are texts created in
biology?
∙ How to organize a textbook
chapter or book chapter in
biology?

Reading in Physics
∙ How are texts created in
physics?
∙ How to organize a textbook
chapter or book chapter in
physics?

Reading in Math
∙ How and why is math
relevant to reading science
texts?
∙ What does it mean to
understand math in a reading
context?

Reading Science in the World
∙ How do we synthesize
information from science texts
and non-academic science
books?
∙ Do we approach science
books for a general audience in
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information and
organizing information
while reading.
∙ Longer texts require an
understanding of text
structure and the different
layers of supporting
details.

[HW] Read Science Matters,
chap. 2. Create a concept map
of the chapter as you read.

∙ Students will use prereading and post-reading
strategies to guide reading
chemistry textbooks.
∙ Close attention will be
given to chapter learning
objectives.

[Read] Science Matters, chap.
4 & 9.

∙ Students will use prereading and post-reading
strategies to guide reading
chemistry textbooks.
∙ Close attention will be
given to chapter learning
objectives.

[Read] Science Matters, chap.
16 &18

∙ Students will use prereading and post-reading
strategies to guide reading
chemistry textbooks.
∙ Close attention will be
given to chapter learning
objectives.

[Read] Science Matters, chap.
11 & 12

∙ Quantitative literacy
means more than
mathematic formulae. QL
refers to understanding the
context of math.
∙ Reading science texts
becomes a challenge when
students lack an
understanding of
mathematics.

[Read] Math for Life, chap. 1
&2

[HW] 2-page synopsis & notes,
concept map to be submitted

[HW] 2-page synopsis & notes,
concept map to be submitted

[HW] 2-page synopsis & notes,
concept map to be submitted

[HW] Respond to the chapters
using the reading
comprehension questions on
BB.
BB Quiz #4

∙ Students will examine
[Read] The Omnivore’s
the differences between
Dilemma, chap. 19 (Gathering:
science books written for a The Fungi)
general audience and
consider the features in
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Week 13

Week 14
Week 15

the same way we would a
science textbook?

comparison to science
textbook chapters.

[HW] 2-page response in
which students compare this to
“fungi” chapter in textbook.

Individual Research Project
∙ What are the research
documents students can use to
further their knowledge in the
sciences?
∙ Upon reading the literature,
how can students organize
their research findings?

∙ Students will focus their
research on making textto-text connections.
∙ Students will be required
to synthesize information
from different texts.

After reviewing the reading
strategies and skills covered in
the course, students should
begin developing a miniresearch project in which they
use concepts/theories in science
textbook chapters to
highlight/critique scientific
phenomena in non-academic
texts. Detailed instruction and
rubric on BB.

Individual Research Project & Presentations
Students will present their findings and are expected to upload their work on BB.
Finals Week
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AV: 1 Changes to be offered in the History Department
FROM
Departments
History
Course
Pre or co requisite
Hours
Credits
Description

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts

HIS 14 The Individual and Society in the
Middle Ages
ENG 02 or RDL 02, if required.
3
3
Effects of major ideas, social and
economic changes, political concepts and
their impacts upon the society of the West
during the Middle Ages. Emphasis on
interaction of these aspects within the
cultural context of Europe in the Middle
Ages.

[ x ] Yes [ ] No

Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, etc)
General Education
Component

____ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science
_x_ Flexible
___ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
_x_ Individual and Society
___ Scientific World

Effective

Fall 2013

TO
Departments

NC

Course

HIS 14 Medieval History

Prerequisite
Hours
Credits
Description

NC
NC
NC
This introductory course studies medieval
culture, politics, religion, society, and warfare,
from the fragmentation of the Roman Empire to
the fifteenth century. The focus is on Europe,
but emphasis also is placed on interactions
with, and comparisons to, the Middle East and
North Africa. The impact of social, gender, and
religious status on the individual’s life and
opportunities will be considered.

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute
(e.g. Writing
Intensive, etc)
General Education
Component

Effective

[ x ] Yes [ ] No

____ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science
_x_ Flexible
___ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
_x_ Individual and Society
___ Scientific World

Fall 2018

Rationale: The title of the course has been modified because it led students to assume that it was an advanced, rather than introductory, course. The
course description needed alteration as it is difficult to understand, and it does not reflect the nature of the class and its updated approach to the study of
the Middle Ages.
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BCC STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
Student Government Association
Bronx Community College
Roscoe Brown Student Center, Room 201
2155 University Avenue
Bronx, NY 10453
Tel: (718) 289-5100
Email: sga@bcc.cuny.edu

RESOLUTION
To: Bronx Community College Senate
From: Bronx Community College Student Government Association
Date: December 7th, 2017
Title: Resolution to Establish Best Practices & Reestablish Reassigned Time for the Student
Ombudsperson

WHEREAS, the Governance Plan states that the Senate shall nominate and elect a Student
Ombudsperson from among the full-time tenured teaching faculty for a term of two years, and
the Student Ombudsperson will be referred to simply as the Ombudsperson throughout the rest of
the Resolution.
WHEREAS, the responsibilities of the Ombudsperson, per Governance Plan, are to serve the
College as an exceptional channel of redress for students when normal administrative channels
do not adequately or promptly respond by receiving, investigating, and attempting to resolve
those students’ complaints, and;
WHEREAS, the Ombudsperson must, per Governance Plan, have access to all pertinent records;
have the right to make inquiries of any member of the College community, to receive full and
complete answers and to maintain confidentiality of the cases, as well as send semesterly reports
on the number and nature of cases handled to the College President and the College Senate Chair
without breaching confidentiality.
WHEREAS, the Ombudsperson position has traditionally been relatively unknown to the student
body, due to lack of adequate advertising and lack of an active profile of the position, and;
WHEREAS, the Ombudsperson has traditionally overseen an underworked duty for many years
underutilized, processing 18 cases in the 2016-17 Academic Year and an average of about 12
cases per year for the past 6 years.
WHEREAS, faculty members of Bronx Community College who serve important roles such as
Department Chairs or College Senate positions are given reassigned time, by which they are
required to work and teach fewer contact hours in order to adequately fulfill the requirements of
their respective positions, and;

BCC STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
Student Government Association
Bronx Community College
Roscoe Brown Student Center, Room 201
2155 University Avenue
Bronx, NY 10453
Tel: (718) 289-5100
Email: sga@bcc.cuny.edu

WHEREAS, the College Administration made the decision to remove reassigned time for the
Ombudsperson, due to the insufficiency of the Ombudsperson’s average workload.
WHEREAS, as of December 6th 2017, the Ombudsperson position has remained vacant as the
College Senate has had difficulty electing an Ombudsperson, with two candidates having
withdrawn their names from the ballot and only (1) faculty member having stepped forward to
run for this position.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that there be sufficient advertising for the Student
Ombudsperson position, through the printing of flyers, sending out of BCC Broadcast emails,
creating a webpage for the Ombudsperson on the BCC website, tabling and handing out
literature pertaining to the Ombudsperson, and establishing a social media presence for the
Ombudsperson, the last having similarly been done in the City College of New York, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ombudsperson establishes a more visible presence on
campus by attending and engaging students in Student Government Association meetings,
Freshman Convocations, New Student Orientations, First Year Seminar events/classes and
various other campus engagement opportunities.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the administration consider reestablishing reassigned time
for the Ombudsperson, given that the proposed recommendations for making the position run
more effectively would have a profound effect on the number of cases dealt with, and;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the administration considers reestablishing reassigned time
for the Ombudsperson with the contingencies that it only stays in effect for the single 2018-19
Academic Year and that, based on the total number of cases worked on by the Ombudsperson at
the end of said Academic Year, the administration may decide whether to permanently
reestablish reassigned time or not at the end of the aforementioned Academic Year.
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that all members of College Senate, including student senators,
faculty and administrators, make sure that any changes or recommendations made to the position
of Ombudsperson, as those proposed in this Resolution, run smoothly when enacted and will
continue to monitor the position closely and work more cooperatively with the Ombudsperson to
make sure that the concerns of students in this College are effectively heard and promptly
resolved.

BCC Faculty Council
November 9, 2017
12:15 – 1:45 PM, ME 228

RESOLUTION
Resolution regarding the BCC Ombudsperson Position

Whereas at the last Senate meeting, it was announced that the Ombudsperson (a
codified component of BCC’s Governance Plan) would no longer receive reassigned
time;
Be it resolved that the Faculty Council strongly urges that this reassigned time be
reinstated and that a concerted marketing campaign to students and faculty be
undertaken to clarify and advertise the Ombudsperson's position, responsibilities and
services.

Unanimously adopted by the BCC Faculty Council on Thursday, Nov. 9, 2017

